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the Powers suggested a Conference, and the Prince
laid before it a demand for the immediate evacuation
of every Servian fortress by the Turks.    The Con-
ference proposed as an alternative the withdrawal of
the Mussulman population from the towns on pay-
ment of an indemnity for the property which they
left behind, and this the Prince accepted as an instal-
ment.    Confident of the support of England, where
his  wife, Princess Julia, had awakened much sym-
pathy for the Servian cause, he felt that he could
afford   to   wait.     It  was  at   this  time  that  Lord
Palmerston made his famous pun to the Princess at
one of his receptions.    As she entered the room her
dress caught in the door.    "Princcssc" said the witty
Premier, hastening to release her, u la Porte est sur
i'0/n1 chcmin, pour vous  cmpccher d* creamer?    The
Porte  did  not  block  her  country's progress much
longer.    Encouraged by the tremendous enthusiasm
which in 1865 hailed the jubilee of his father's rising
against the Turks, and relying on the organised army
which he now had at his back, the Prince petitioned
the Sultan in 1867 for the evacuation or demolition of
the fortresses still occupied by Turkish troops.    The
tactful manner in which the request was made pleased
the formalists at the Porte, and the Cretan insurrec-
tion  made  it highly impolitic to offend the Serbs.
Austria and England supported the claim, and the
Sultan at last withdrew his garrisons with a good grace,
merely stipulating that the forts should be kept up by
the Serbs, and that on high days and holidays the
Crescent should be displayed from one of the battle-
ments.    For the first time for centuries Belgrade was